
J/S4/15/19/A 

 
 

JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

19th Meeting, 2015 (Session 4) 
 

Tuesday 2 June 2015 
 
The Committee will meet at 10.30 am in the David Livingstone Room (CR6). 
 
1. Decisions on taking business in private: The Committee will decide whether 

to take items 4 and 5 in private. 
 
2. Prisoners (Control of Release) (Scotland) Bill: The Committee will consider 

the Bill at Stage 2. 
 
3. Scotland's National Action Plan for Human Rights: The Committee will 

receive an update from John Finnie, rapporteur to Scotland's National Action 
Plan (SNAP) for Human Rights, on progress on the SNAP process. 

 
4. Community Justice (Scotland) Bill: The Committee will consider witnesses 

for its scrutiny of the Bill at Stage 1. 
 
5. Inquiries into Fatal Accidents and Sudden Deaths etc. (Scotland) Bill: The 

Committee will further consider the evidence received in order to inform the 
drafting of its Stage 1 report. 

 
 

Tracey White 
Clerk to the Justice Committee 

Room T2.60 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
Tel: 0131 348 5195 

Email: tracey.white@scottish.parliament.uk 
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The papers for this meeting are as follows— 
 
Agenda item 2  

Prisoners (Control of Release) (Scotland) Bill and all 
accompanying documents  
 

  

Agenda item 3  

Paper by the clerk 
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Agenda item 4  

Private paper 
 

J/S4/15/19/2 (P) 

Community Justice (Scotland) Bill and accompanying 
documents  
 

  

Agenda item 5  

Private paper 
 

J/S4/15/19/3 (P) 

Inquiries into Fatal Accidents and Sudden Deaths etc. 
(Scotland) Bill, accompanying documents and SPICe 
briefing  
 

  

Written submissions received on the Bill  
 

  

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/80130.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/80130.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/88702.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/88702.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/87332.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/87332.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/87332.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/88530.aspx
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Justice Committee 
 

19th Meeting, 2015 (Session 4), Tuesday 2 June 2015 
 

Scottish National Action Plan on Human Rights 
 

Note of meeting between John Finnie MSP and Professor Alan Miller 
 

Introduction 

1. John Finnie was appointed as Rapporteur on the Scottish National Action Plan 
on Human Rights process (SNAP) in March 2014. This involves meeting Professor 
Alan Miller, Chair of the Scottish Human Rights Commission (SHRC), twice a year to 
discuss progress with the action plan and updating the Committee on these 
discussions. His last update to the Committee was on 5 August 2014.  

2. This note outlines the points raised at the latest meeting between Mr Finnie 
(JF) and Professor Miller (AM) which took place on 21 May 2015. 

Discussion topics 

3. AM updated JF on activities undertaken around International Human Rights 
Day in December 2014 which focussed on engaging the public on human rights 
issues. 

4. JF and AM discussed the ongoing detailed work in relation to historic child 
abuse which was also discussed later in the meeting. 

5. AM provided an update on various work streams arising from SNAP— 

 Culture 
o A series of Innovation Forums to identify opportunities to empower 

people to understand and use their rights  
o The development of plans based on the activities which took place in 

December 2014 on raising awareness of human rights issues to the 
wider public 

 

 Health and Social Care 
o Pilot projects are being set up in local areas to embed human rights 

within health and social care. Case studies to be considered by the 
Parliament in June 2015. 

o Learning events are being arranged to bring together rights holders, 
civil society networks and public bodies on how to influence strategy, 
policy and practice. 

o Ongoing work to support the embedding of human rights within the 
National Care Standards being developed by the Scottish Government 
and the Care Inspectorate 

 

  Justice and Safety 
o Thematic meetings are being arranged to explore specific priorities, 

including stop and search procedures, human trafficking, an Action 
Plan on Justice for Victims of Historic Child Abuse, hate crime, criminal 
justice reform and access to justice. 
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o SNAP are observing training programmes on human rights issues at 
the Police College. 

 

  World 
o Planning for a Disability Summit in 2015 and the publication of a draft 

report and delivery plan on the UN Disability Convention, followed by a 
formal consultation.  

 
6. JF highlighted that the Justice Committee and the Justice Sub-Committee on 
Policing continue to embed human rights issues into their work including scrutinising 
the Scottish Government on its legislative proposals on prisoners, human trafficking 
and fatal accident inquiries, and scrutinising Police Scotland’s use of stop and 
search.   

7. AM noted that good progress continued to made on SNAP and that, 
internationally, Scotland was viewed as being ahead of the pack in respect of human 
rights issues.  

Next steps 
 

 JF agreed to have ongoing discussions regarding any developments to human 
rights issues at a UK level.  

 

 AM and JF both agreed that these meetings have been helpful. It was agreed 
that John would update the Justice Committee in June 2015 on issues raised 
during the discussion and to meet again with AM in the autumn.  

 
29 May 2015 
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